Black Board Discussion 1
The Challenge of Health Care Delivery and Health Policy
[bookmark: _GoBack]Access to comprehensive quality healthcare services is primarily a fundamental aspect for every American citizen. This is because quality healthcare services help maintain and promote health, manage, and prevent diseases, hence reducing the rate of premature deaths and unnecessary disability among Americans. Overall, this helps to achieve health equity for every American. Notably, the United States health care system is defined by different characteristics. The health care system's key defining aspect is the line between the actions directed at ensuring people are healthy and the activities directed towards restoring health when an injury or a disease occurs. Other defining aspects include the institutions' importance in care delivery. In addition, the professionals' role in managing the system is a defining feature (Knickman&Elbel, 2019). Also, electronic communication, medical technology, and the discovery of new drugs trigger the change in the system. Moreover, the tension between government control and the free market defines the healthcare system. The last defining feature is the dysfunctional payment and financing system. 
Therefore, with such complex defining aspects, challenges are inevitable in the healthcare system. Notably, seven key challenges are facing the American healthcare system. These include uncertainty in the healthcare system. That is, in the past years, the healthcare system has undergone different reforms in the name of improving the system; instead, the reforms are causing panic among stakeholders. The second is insufficient reforms. That is their lack of an implementation team that can initiate and monitor reforms within the healthcare system. The third is the lack of sufficient funds allocation to the system, affecting its functionality. Fourth is the rising drug costs due to drug shortages. Lack of proper strategies to accommodate patients' needs is the fifth challenge. The sixth challenge is the inability to integrate the ever-evolving complex science base by the healthcare system. Lastly is the slow adaption of the current technology into the system. However, the challenges can be curbed if the key stakeholders in the healthcare system can develop intervention strategies to deal with the challenges. These stakeholders include the government, the physicians, the patients, the pharmaceutical companies, the insurance companies, and employers within the healthcare system. The stakeholders interrelate with a common goal, and that is to ensure successful integration of proposed change in the healthcare system. They also influence the decision-making process in the system (Zafar, 2020). 
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